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End Hunger & Food Insecurity in PA 
$3.2 billion of Pennsylvania’s investments in health care, education, & 
economic development is lost due to effects of hunger & food 
insecurity. 

The Situation: 
 1,400,000 Pennsylvanians do not have access to adequate 

food. 
 423,000 Pennsylvanians are hungry. 
 2008 brought an additional 5 to 6 percent increase in food 

cost. 

“We’ve never seen the need grow like this before,” said Michael Hanley, United 
Neighborhood Centers of NE PA.  In the first 6-months of this year, the center saw 
an increase of 77% in people seeking food assistance, from the first 6-months of 
2007.  Scranton Times Tribune – Sunday, October 5, 2008.   
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Category Population Living in Poverty 

Adults 7,866,234 787,738 

Children 2,786,756 446,832 

Elderly 1,779,802 158,456 

In the last two years, Downtown Daily Bread has seen a 20% increase 
in clients.  Last year, it served nearly 35,000 people.  The Patriot-News 
– September 28, 2008 

 

PENNSYLVANIA 

STATISTICS 

 

 

Greater Berks Food Bank added 30 new distribution sites in 2008, this 
combined with a 24% increase in demand at current sites attributed 
to an overall 37% increase in service demand. About 20% statewide. 

Provided by:  Pennsylvania Association of Regional Food Banks, Inc. 
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