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My name i s  Pe te r  wynne .  My  w i fe  and  r  own  65  mos t l y  f o res ted
ac res  i n  P res ton  Townsh ip ,  i n  no r the rn  wayne  coun ty ,  and  r rm
a board member of  Wayne-Lackawanna Forest  Landowners
Assoc i - a t i on .

rn  sep tember  1995 ,  r  w ro te  a  l - e t te r  abou t  f  o res t  hea l - t h
issues fac ing l -andowners in  nor thern wayne county to  Jerry
B i rme l i n ,  who  was  then  ou r  rep resen ta t i ve  i n  Har r i sbu rg .
D r a n r r i  n n  F a r  f  n - l r , '  T  - ^ - . - l  ^ , , ^ l  s t . - r  

- l  
^ ! ! ^ *  ^ - l  c ^ - - - ^ rf  , - cvd r -L r r9  rL r !  t oday ,  r  rev iewed  tha t  l e t t e r  and  found  to  my

d ismay  tha t  t he  p rob l -ems  de ta i red  the re  a re  s t i t l  w i th  us .

r  wan t  t o  focus  f i r s t  on  wha t  happened  to  my  p rope r t y  du r ing
the  ou tb reak  o f  t he  Fo res t  ren t  ca te rp i t l - a r  i n  ou r  req ion  i n
the  ea r l y  t o  m id  1990s ,  bu t  be fo re  r  f i n i sh  r ' 11  a l so  t r v  t o
pu t  t h ings  i n  some so r t  o f  pe rspec t i _ve .

rn  June  1994 ,  f r y  w i fe  and  r  re tu rned  f rom a  b r i e f  vaca t i on
to  f i nd  ca te rp i l l a r s  swarm ing  ove r  ou r  p rope r t y .  we  were
adv i sed  tha t  t hese  wormy  c rea tu res  - -  l a r vae  o f  t he  Easce rn
Ten t  and  Fo res t  ren t  ca te rp i l t a r  spec ies  - -  wou ld  pupa te
i -n to  mo ths  and  be  gone  in  a  week  o r  so ,  t ha t  sp ray ing  wou ]d
be  a  was te  o f  money  and  tha t  damage  by  the  i nsec t i  wou ld  be
ins i gn i f i can t .

The  ca te rp i l r a r s  ev i den t l - y  d i dn ' t  know  any  o f  t ha t .  They
con t i nued  to  swarm ou r  p rope r t y  and  thousands  o f  s . r r round ing
ac res  un t i l  ea r r y  JuJ -y  - -  f o r  f i ve  weeks ,  no t  one .  on  the
F i r s t  o f  Ju l y  - -  r  kep t  a  d ia ry  - -  t he  i nsec ts  we_re  s t i l l -
f e e d i n g ,  n o t  s e a r c h i n g  f o r  p l a c e s  t o  p u p a t e

Fores t  ren t  ca te rp i l l a r s  p re fe r  t o  f eed  on  sugar  Map les ,  and
ours  were  comp le te l y  de fo l i a ted .  when  the  t rees  t r i ed  to
lea f  ou t  aga in ,  t he  tender  young  reaves  were  k i l l ed  f i r s t  by
an th racnose  fungus ,  t hen  by  an  ea r l y  f ros t .  Ra the r  t han
lns ign i f i can t ,  t he  damage  to  ou r  suga r  Map les  p roved  j us t
abou t  abso l -u te .  Near l y  eve ry  t ree  had  su f fe red  seve re
d j -eback ,  wh ich  was  ev iden t  t he  fo r l ow ing  summer ,  and  sugar
Map les  accoun ted  fo r  some 60  to  65  pe rcen t  o f  t he  t rees  on
our  l -and.

r n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  o u r  6 5  a c r e s r  w €  n o w  h a d  a n  a r e a  o f
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  3 0  a c r e s  t h a t  b o a s t e d  n o  m o r e  t h a n  a  f e w  d o z e n
v iab le  t rees  -  Damage e l -sewhere  on  the  proper ty  was
e x t e n s i v e .  w e  h a d  g o n e  i n  a  s i n g l e  y e a r  f r o m  a  b e a u t i f u l

Remarks  fo r  t he  Pennsy l van j -a  Sena te  Aqr i cu l t u re  and  Rura l
A f fa i r s  Commi t tee  "L i s ten ing  Sess ion "  -  Ap r i l  4 ,  200 l -
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matu re  no r the rn  ha rdwood  fo res t  t o  hav ing  mos t l y  a  sc ru f f y
b l -ackbe r ry  pa tch  tha t  on l y  now i s  beg inn ing  to  show s igns  o f
reg rowth  as  a  ha rdwood  fo res t .

Th i s  sp r ing ,  we ' re  i n  t he  m idd l -e  o f  ano the r  ou tb reak  o f  t he
Fores t  Ten t  Ca te rp i l l a r  i n  Wayne  and  Lackawanna  Coun t ies ,
and  tex tbook  w isdom has  i t  t ha t  t he  worms  w i l l  i n f ] i c t
mor ta f  damage  on l y  i f  t hey  de fo l i a te  Sugar  Map les  fo r  t h ree
success i ve  yea rs .  Bu t  t he  expe r ience  o f  t he  1990s  j -n  Wayne
Coun ty  wou ld  a rgue  t ha t  " i t  a i n ' t  necessa r i l y  so . "

The  conven t iona l  app roach  to  the  Fo res t  Ten t  Ca te rp i l l a r  was
fo rmu la ted  when  ou r  f o res ts  were  no t  be ing  sub jec ted  to
g1oba l  warm ing ,  f o r  examp le ,  a long  w i th  usua l -  d rough ts  and
such .  The  warm ing  t rend  we 've  been  exper ienc ing  pu ts  spec ia l
s t ress  on  Sugar  Map les  wh ich  come f rom a  spec ies  w i th  a
na tu ra l -  range  tha t  sp reads  no r thward  i n to  Canada .

Some au tho r i - t i es  have  a rgued  Sugar  Map les  don ' t  need  spec j -a1
p ro tec t i on  f rom the  Fo res t  Ten t  Ca te rp i l l a r  because  i t ' s  a
na t i ve  i nsec t  and  pa r t  o f  t he  t ree ' s  na tu ra f  env i ronmen t .
I ' d  say  t ha t  a rgumen t  i s  based  on  a  sc i en t i f i ca l l y
unsuppor tab fe  assumpt ion .

When  the  Sugar  Map le  and  the  Fo res t  Ten t  Ca te rp i l l a r
coevo lved ,  ou r  f o res ts  weren ' t  c r i ssc rossed  w i th  roads  and
do t ted  w i th  fa rm f i e lds ,  houses  and  o the r  bu i l - d ings .
Roadways  a re  a l so  f l yways  fo r  mo ths .  I f  you  read  Amer i can
ag r i cu l t u ra l  l i t e ra tu re  o f  t he  ea r l y  19 th  cen tu r y ,  you
g radua l l y  rea l i ze  tha t  i nsec t  pes ts  a re  se l -dom men t ioned .

When  the  Sugar  Map le  and  the  Fo res t  Ten t  Ca te rp i l l a r
coevo lved ,  we  d idn ' t  have  ac id  ra in ;  b i rd  popu la t i ons  were
d i f f e ren t  ( and  some  b i r d  spec ies  ea t  ca te rp i l f a r s ) ;  we
d idn ' t  have  an  ou ts j - zed  dee r  he rd  gobb l i ng  up  a l l  t he  map le
seed l i ngs ,  and  ou r  f o res ts  had  ye t  t o  be  c l -ea rcu t  t o  make
way for  f ie l -ds and pastures and to  prov ide mine t imbers and
tanbark ,  f i r ewood  and  fumber  fo r  houses ,  on l y  t o  be
re fo res ted  i n  an  unexp la ined  and  l ops ided  fash ion  so  tha t  a
species f ike the Sugar  Maple became dominant  in  areas where
i t  never  shoul -d have.

To  pu t  i t  b l un t l y ,  we  haven ' t  had  a  t r u l y  " na tu ra l
env i ronmen t "  i n  Pennsy l van ia  fo r  a  cen tu ry  and  a  ha l f ,  and
to  mus te r  t ha t  a rgumen t  t o  tu rn  down  the  use  o f  pes t - con t ro l
measures  aga ins t  a  na t i ve  spec ies  i s  spec ious .

Insec t  i nvaders  tend  to  be  con t ro l l - ab le  i n  t he  ma in  and  seem
to  be  more  con t ro l l ab le  w i th  each  pass i -ng  yea r .

Granted that  two fore iqn insect  invaders have been
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genera t i ng  newspaper  head f i nes  i n  recen ts  yea rs  as
to  e rad i ca te  the  As ia t i c  Lonqhorned  Bee t le  and  the

e f f o r t s
E m e r a l d

A s h  B o r e r  h a v e  l - e d  t o  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  m i l l i o n s  o f  t r e e s ,
w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  c u t  d o w n  a n d  c h i p p e d  i n t o  m u l c h .  B u g s  t h a t
b o r e  i n t o  t r e e s  a r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  h a r d  t o  c o n t r o l .

B u t  l o o k  w h a t  h a s  h a p p e n e d  w i t h  t h e  G y p s y  M o t h .  I n  y e a r s
p a s t ,  w e  u s e d  v e r y  t o x i c ,  b r o a d - s p e c t r u m  i n s e c t i c i d e s  t h a t
k i l l e d  t h e  c a t e r p i l l a r s  a n d  j u s t  a b o u t  a n y  o t h e r  i n s e c t  t h e y
t o u c h e d ,  i n c l u d i n g  b e n e f i c i a l  s p e c i e s .  N o w  w e  h a v e
h r . i  o l o n ' i  r - : ' l  r - o n t r n l s  n ^ r F ^ i ! i ^  ^  ^ n d  s u c h  a n d  au r u r u g f  u a r  u v r r L r u f  D  y q ! d 5 I  L I U  w c r D P J  a

m i c r o b e - b a s e d  i n s e c t i c i d e ,  B a c i l f u s  t h u r i n n a n c i q  t h a t

k i l - l -s  the  Gypsy  Moth  . . t " tp i i  o th inq
e l - s e .

A n d  t h e  s a m e  s o r t s  o f  b i o l o g i c a l  a g e n t s  a r e  a v a i l a b l - e  t o
c o n t r o l  t h e  F o r e s t  T e n t  C a t e r p i l l - a r .

T h e  S u g a r  M a p l e  h a s  a l w a y s  b e e n  t h e  b a c k b o n e  o f  o u r  n o r t h e r n
P e n n s y l v a n i a  t i m b e r  i n d u s t r y .  W e  s h i p  m a p l e  t o  f u r n i t u r e
m a k e r s  a c r o s s  A m e r i c a .  T h e  S u g a r  M a p l e  i s  t h e  t r e e  w i t h  t h e
f i e r y  f a l l  f o l i a g e  t h a t  d r a w s  t h o u s a n d s  o f  t o u r i s t s  w e
c a l - l - ' e m  " l e a f  p e e p e r s r r  - -  t o  o u r  s t a t e  e a c h  y e a r .  A n d  t h e
t r e e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  i s  t h e  b a s i s  o f  o u r  m a p l e  s u g a r  i n d u s t r y .

T h e r e ' s  y e t  a n o t h e r  r e a s o n  w h y  I  t h i n k  t h e  C o m m o n w e a l t h
s h o u l d  a c t  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  S u g a r  M a p l e .  T h e  n u m b e r  o f  v i a b l e
t r e e  s p e c i e s  i n  o u r  P e n n s y l v a n i a  f o r e s t s  h a s  b e e n  s h r i n k i n g
f o r  a t  f e a s t  a  c e n t u r v .

o  The  Amer i can  Ches tnu t  a  superb  t imber  t ree  i s  j us t  a
memory  today ,  t he  v i c t im  o f  a  b l i gh t  i n t roduced  f rom As ia
a round  1905 .

o  T h e  A m e r i - c a n  E 1 m ,  a n o t h e r  f i - n e  h a r d w o o d ,  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y
e x t i n c t  a s  a  f o r e s t  t r e e  t h a n k s  t o  a  f u n q u s  t h a t  c a m e  h e r e
f r o m  E u r o p e  i n  t h e  l a t e  L 9 2 0 s .

o  W h i t e  A s h  t r e e s ,  a  m a j o r  s o u r c e  o f  h a r d w o o d  l - u m b e r  i n  o u r
r e g i o n ,  a r e  s u c c u m b i n g  t o  s o m e t h i n g  c a l l e d  " a s h  d i e b a c k ,  "
w h i c h  h a s  v e t  t o  b e  e x p l - a i n e d .

o  T h e  A m e r i c a n  B e e c h  i s  s l o w l y  b e i n g  w i p e d  o u t  b y  " b e e c h
b a r k  d i s e a s e .  "  I  h a v e  s e v e r a l -  h u n d r e d  b e e c h e s  o n  m y  6 5  a c r e s
a n d ,  a s  b e s t  I  c a n  t e l - l - ,  e v e r y  o n e  o f  t h e m  h a s  t h i s  b l i g h t .

I  j u s t  d o n ' t  t h i n k  w e  c a n  a f f o r d  t o  l o s e  o n e  m o r e  t r e e
s p e c i e s  f r o m  P e n n ' s  W o o d s ,  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  t h e  S u g a r  M a p l e .

T h a n k  v o u .
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Forest tent caterpillars threaten trees in Wayne
Peter Wynne
June 1 ,2006

The forest tent caterpillar - a nasty little creature that did big damage to
sugar maple stands in northern Wayne County in the mid-1990s - is on the
march again.

Landowners in Wayne and neighboring Lackawanna County are reporting the
worms are defoliating their trees, sometimes extensively, said Jackson Gearhart
of the state Department of Conservation and Natural Resources' Bureau of
Forestry. Mr. Gearhart is service forester for both counties, a post he held when
the forest tent caterpillar devastated tens of thousands of woodland acres in
Wayne County between 1993 and 1995.

"l'm really worried about this outbreak," he said. "Any place in this region with
a substantial area of sugar maples is at risk, and anyone with sugar maples or
'hard maples'on their land should get out as soon as possible and start checking
their trees." What's alarming foresters is the thought that landowners may treat
this outbreak as just one more gypsy moth invasion, one of which is going on
right now in the region.

Oak trees defoliated by gypsy moth caterpillars typically leaf out again and
recover, but sugar maples stripped bare by forest tent caterpillars usually have a
sorrier fate: In two episodes in this region over the last quarter century, just about
every denuded tree succumbed.

Tree farmer Bruce Edwards of Starrucca was forester for Mallery Lumber in
Hancock, N.Y., in 1982 and 1983, when thousands of Mallery-owned acres in
New York's Delaware and Broome counties were hit by the forest tent caterpillar.

"We were caught completely off guard," Mr. Edwards said. "The state forestry
people told us not to worry, that the worms would go away. But they didn't. The
caterpillars completely defoliated the sugar maples, and the trees all died. We
lost millions and millions of board feet of hardwood lumber. Later, old-timers
came by and told us that the same thing had happened in the 1940s and '50s."

Right now, the defoliation of sugar maples is spotty across the county, and
tree farmer and forester Craig Olver of Honesdale sees parallels here to the
situation in the 1990s, when he was forestry specialist for the Wayne County
Conservation District.

"ln 1993-94 there were just a few hotspots," Mr. Olver recalled. "ln most other
areas, the damage was light to moderate. But by the time the outbreak was over
in 1995, some 30,000 acres in the county had been destroyed."


