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d authority on land use and farmland

y provision of the agricultural district

td ,r. specialist I conducted research

New York State and authored or co-

:servation. It is with this background and

: in Wayne County that I am addressing the

group todaY.

My topic for discussion is "clean and Green". Pennsylvania's use value assessment law'

Use value assessment has been used in the northeast states for over thirty years'

The original intent of use value assesr..nt was to slow the conversion of land' primarily

large tracts of f'arml'and, into residestial and commercial development' Once land was

assessed at its highest and best use (development value)' farmers could then receive

property tax relief by getting their assessmlnt reduced to a farm use value'

In Pennsylvania, as well as in other n

successful use value assessment has been in

uses. Just take a drive around the state and s

such as Northampton, Lehigh Rucks' Berks'

the best farmland in the state has been planted to houses'

Since r,ry,e know that the legislature is not going to pass legislation to prohibit

building on farmland ancl since there are not enoigh arailable funds to buy development

rights on all the farmland in the state. we need to Jonsider some changes to "clean and

green" legislation. 
I

1. Requlations---Certain sections of th

.tutin.a so county assessors have n<

For example, the law states that farn

assessed at their contributory value'

contributoril;il is. Contiibutory ualue of flnl buildings is the difference

between what a farm would r"iifb,. with farm buildings and what it would sell for

without the fann buildings. In areas where land values are high and farms are no

longer selling as working rurn'ti.ontributory values are low' The Department of

Agriculture ils currently *orning *i,h p"nn stut" uniu"rsity to clarify the issue of

contributorY value'



2. Enforcement--The Department -of 
Agriculture needs more authority to enforce

thecleanandGreen."gulutionrif thecountymisinterpretsordoesn'tpay
attention to the ..guiu,iinr. Currently there are no enfbrcement provisions in the

legislation. Local p;;;i; owners who feel that clean and Green is not being

properly administereo'*"" appeal their assessment to the county. Such appeals

require detailed .";;";ir;"s ly. ce.titied appraisers 1nd. 
may cost thousands of

dollars. If their upp*t is denied they may cirallenge it through the courts which

also may cost thousands o1'dollars'

Qualifications---l n. ,"r.s that determine what land qualifies for clean and Green

need to be changed.

a.Agr icu l tura l lanc l -Anat temptshouldbemadeiqth iscategoryto l imi t
enrollment to land being used by bonafide farmers' This may require the

farmer p-;iil his Sciedule i in.o*" tax form available in a manner

s inr i lar towhat isrequi redtoreceiveafarml icenseplateforafarmtruck.
The incom;^a"i;;ent shoulJalnni,"ty be higher than what is required

bythecurrentlaw.Aconservationplanarrd/orarrutr ientmanagement
planshouldalsobearequirem*..Lu,g.tractsofagricultural landbeing
rented by bonafide farmers .outa qulfry in this category but, would need

a written lease and conservation plans'

b. Forest funO-iu.g. tracts of foresiland would need to have a forest

managementplan,preparedbyaprofessionalforester, inplaceinorderto
receive use value assessment. N.* Jersey and other states already have

such requirements for forest land'

c. open space land (ag reserve unJ for.rt reserve)-This is the catch-all

category fbr all oinJr tano tl"rat is enrolled in clean and Green' The

acreage requirement probably needs to be increased in this category' If we

havethewholecountrys idecarvedupintotenacreestates ' Idon ' t th ink
wehavereal lypreservedfarmlandoropenSpacg. I th inkwehaveto look
long and fr"ri1i see what tunA*. *u.ti to include in this category and

what the rules fbr qualifications are in this category' . L, _, 1

d. Land that t ur u."n'p.eserved under a county farmland preservatlon

program ,t orld auttmaticailv u" enrolled in clean and Green' Similarly'

land uncler."'.*.", through'other land preservation programs might want

tobeconsideredfbrautomat tcenro l lment inCleanandGreen.


