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Background:
In  2005,  the Pennsy lvania Depar tment  o f  Agr icu l ture estab l ished the Blue
Rinder i tsAgr i tour ism|n i t ia t ive .Theprogram,
marketed through the Department of Community and Economic Development's
Off ice of Tourism and Visi tPA.com, promotes four components of agri tourism

. County fairs

. Farmers markets

. Farm stays

.  Winer ies

While the program is promoted in the Department of Agriculture's support ing
brochure as a "gateway to our state's r ich bounty and r ich agricultural heri tage,"
the Blue Ribbon Passport program is currently l imited to just three regions of
the state.

The f i rs t  reg ion,  a long the l -79
South corr idor ,  compr ises
Lawrence, Butler,  Beaver,
A l legheny,  Washington and
Greene Count ies.  Region 2,
a long the l -79 Nor th  corr idor
includes Erie, Crawford and
Mercer  Count ies.  The th i rd
region fol lows the Interstate 78
corr idor through Northampton,
Lehigh,  Berks,  Schuylk i l l  and
Lebanon Counties.
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Limitat ions:
Whi le  the Blue Ribbon Passpor t  Program is  a  commendable s tar t ,  i t  is  obv ious
that  a  large sect ion of  the agr icu l tura l  hear t  o f  Pennsy lvania -  inc lud ing The
Alleghenies - isn' t  incorporated in the program's marketing. In order to
maximize the impact of the state's efforts, we would endorse the
recommendation of the Center for Rural Pennsylvania's 2004 study of
Agr i tour ism in  Pennsy lvania,  h t tp : / /wvnru. rura lpa.org lagr i tour ism2006.pdf ,
which cal led for "a more comprehensive effort . . . to market the state's
agr i tour ism and rura l  tour ism oppor tun i t ies . "

Study F ind ings:
The study defined agritourism as "an enterprise at a working farm, ranch or
agricultural plant conducted for the enjoyment of visitors that generates income
for the owner. Agricultural tourism refers to the act of visiting a working farm
or any horticultural or agricultural operation for the purpose of enjoyment,
education, or active involvement in the activities of the farm or operation that
also adds to the economic viability of the site."

I t  determined that agri tourism may provide a means for operators to expand
exis t ing operat ions,  d ivers i fy  or  supplement  income or  acqui re  new sk i l ls .  l t

a lso suggested that  agr i tour ism may be a vehic le  to  suppor t  land preservat ion,

local revital izat ion and job creation. The study found that agri tourism operators
need pract ica l  ass is tance wi th  customer re la t ions,  s ta f f  h i r ing and t ra in ing,
bus iness p lanning,  r isk  management  and market ing.

An example of the need for marketing assistance was ref lected in survey results
that indicated agri tourism operators rel ied mostly on word-of-mouth, repeat
bus iness and newspaper  adver t is ing in  the i r  market ing ef for ts  whi le  agr i tour is ts

re l ied on the In ternet ,  v is i tors  centers  and brochures for  in format ion about
ag r i tou r i  sm faci I  i t ies.

That discrepancy underscores the need to bring state resources to bear in
developing a comprehensive agri tourism marketing effort .

The Alleghenies Role
The Al leghenies concurs with the recommendation for a comprehensive
agr i tour ism market ing ef for t  and bel ieves the reg ion is  su i tab le  for  inc lus ion in



The Alleg hen ies i ncludes
Bedford,  B la i r ,  Cambr ia ,
Cent re ,  Fu l ton,  Hunt ingdon

and Somerset  Count ies.  B la i r
and Centre Count ies each
have more than 2 5
Agricultu re Department
recog n ized ag r i tou r ism
prov iders .

an expanded Blue Ribbon Passport program. The infrastructure to support that

inc lus ion a l ready ex is ts  a long the l -99/US 220 corr idor ,  pass ing through the

hear t  o f  the seven-county  reg ion.

The Department identi f ies l6 fairs and farm shows taking place within The

Alleghenr'es, compared with l0 in the Passport program's Region One, 12 in

Region Two and I I  in Region Three. Similar ly, The Al leghenies encompasses 4

farm stay operators. There are three in Region One of the Passport program,

none in  Region Two and just  one in  Region 3.  There are three winer ies in  The

Alleghenies, comparable to the 2 vintners in the Passport program's Region

One, 4 in Region Two and 3 in Region Three. Additionally, The Alleghenies

boasts I  5 farm markets identi f ied by the Agriculture Department, more than al l

three of  the ex is t ing Blue Ribbon Passpor t  reg ions combined.

Agri tourism's lmpact
The Center  for  Rura l  Pennsy lvania 's  s tudy determined the d i rect  agr i tour ism

expendi ture averaged $120 per  v is i tor  day.  Based on i ts  determinat ion that

agr i tour ism operators  host  approx imate ly  7 ,445 v is i tors  annual ly ,  that  amounts

to near ly  $900,000 in  d i rect  sa les wi th in  the agr icu l ture sector .  V is i ta t ion
pat terns a lso show agr i tour ism's  peak season occurs in  August ,  September  and

October, providing the opportunity to extend the state's tradit ional tourism

season. Based on i ts analysis of the agri tourism market, the Center 's study

concludes that there is "vast potential  for market expansion" in Pennsylvania.

Blue Ribbon Passport Program Expansion
The most immediate opportunity to take advantage of that potential  is to

expand the Blue Ribbon Passport program; The Alleghenies would appear to be



an ideal candidate for that expansion. However, the Department of Agriculture
currently has no plans to increase the program beyond i ts exist ing three
regions. lndividual agri tourism operators are free to work together to develop a
program s imi lar  to  the Blue Ribbon Passpor t ,  but  lack ing the resources of  the
Depar tments of  Agr icu l ture and Communi ty  and Economic Development ,  the
fu l l  potent ia l  o f  such a program is  not  l ike ly  to  be rea l ized.

We ask that the Committee recognize the benefi ts of broadening the Blue
Ribbon Passport program to The Al leghenr'es and other important agricultural
regions of the Commonwealth as part of the comprehensive agri tourism effort
recommended by the Center  for  Rura l  Pennsy lvania.


