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Good moninsCnaiman Brubaker. Chairman O'Pake a.d dGtiryuished nenbeN of lhe
AsiculiuF and Rural Ailats conniltee. md thank you for the oppofiunity lo be here with tou
loday. Senator Allo$ay, thmk you lor the iind inhoduclion, your vote ofco.ndence dd your
comnitncnt to public seruice.

Thrce nonlhs ago. Governor Rc.dell noninarcd me to seNe tbe Coinonseallh dd its leading
indusrry as rhe S.crcrary of AericDlture. I Nould like ro take a nonent to thank Colemor Rendell
for thh privilege. I an hunbled bt lhe ldth thal be has shoNn in n€ md apprecilte tbe support he
na civen 10 Pmnsthania agricullG. oler lbe pasl seven yea6 lhe R€nd€ll adninistralion,
worting with this Connirtee, has Fovided famres acce$ lo new findcial $Eans. creted a
sy$ed to address ploblen ordinances Estictins asdcultuF, lrovided incentivcs lo co.sNe our
tutuol Fsurces, slrcngthened our charitable food sysren, inceded the qDaliry of lile for dogs dd
led conr€$ations at the hishe$ levels of govemnenl about hoR lo struc$re fam policy md
initialives. The* are @oDDlishnenls re can all be Droud ot

For lhe past l5 yea$ I hale had the plesure of \o(ine each day *ilh some of the besl public
*nmrs both elecred and apFointed rhis srarc has k.o*n. beginning silh lbmr S€crelary Dennis
WoliL fhis expedence contnied for me rbal lhe acbielemenls ofthe P€nnsylvania aeicdlw
induslit are a renection ol tbe gFal slrk done by the Pennsylvania Dcp3rrm€nl of Asdculbe sratl
md lhe more thm 61,000 farms and rh€ thousands ofrelated agricullual businesses thal v€ serle.
The Depanment of Asriculluie has a v€ry unique mission that splns aninal heahh, f@d ptoduclion,
envnonnemal l)rolecdon, consmer poleclion, \orkfoice developneht md ecorcmic
developnenr. while il is exrenely heaninglul to ne to have lbc opponunity to sn hee beliie you
todat od to serve d tlre lead advocate for Penns-vlvdia agiiculluei I EpEFnt jusl one of the
bmdrds of codmtued PDA stlft snd lhousnds of liiends ol a8riculruE sno aE keeping

Ou agriculture induslry f&es ney opponlnities and its fan shde ofcballenges righl nos. but lhe
rieht tem is jb phce to ledd the Deplrtnenl !s we engage in our nission of encouraging. protecli.g
md trom ori nC len culture and its E laled ind ustries whi le lrovid ing consuner protection lhroue!
inspection seNi ces lhat inper lhe beallh md financial securny o I Pchnsy lvania s c id zens. I e
proud of the lork done by lhe Depanment md its ledde4hip lem. ed value depl] deir efibns

In the pa$ thi€e tronlhs I hlr cDssed the s€re a lew tincs to parricipale indillerenl indu$ry
€venrs. These trips nave been inlaluble because rhey denonsrale daily the divesily of ag.icuxure
in our stale. Mushroon neerinss in Chesrer Counryi a dairy indDsfty n€elins in Buder Counly: fi€
srupe haNest h Eiei dre RuEl Eleclic lead€Nhip needng in HdisbuS,lhe celebration orPlm
Pox vtus eiadicadon in Adans Counlyi an FFA Pep Rally wilh 500 sudenls in Philadelphia;
celebBtnrg Vodd Food Day sith our pal1nes in 1he chailablc food sysleni beeings on lhe gill in
DC and bde d the Capilolt md our first erer Fdn'City Day e!€nl al City Hlll in Philad€lphia aU

€mind€d m€ oflhe nant and varied expeclalions placed on this agmcy. In some cases. I have only



had to coss Cafteron Street lo experimce the besl livestock shos s in lhe world The Pemsylvdia
tJepanmenl of Agriculture snows up in a lot of dilfeEnt pldes dnd in ndy difeEnl foms. bul our
work touches lhe lives ofelch md eveN citi2en.

Un,i6todinC lhe impacr th our wo& has on rhe sk1e md our lellow Pemsyhanids it is
inponanl $at this Depdtnent have cl€d obj{6€s and a sloig bluelrinl movins foNdd Just 6
rhe last les of a rclay race nusl be the slrcngest lo achieve success. ny lean dd I nusl Edolble
our efons lo ensuE lhat Pennsylvdia dgriculoie benefils fion the lasl lull measure ofelioft thal
we an sile to it. We have bolh m asenda md ! sens of urgency that belps dnve us foMdd e&h

I sould bc Emiss if I didnl acknosledse thal tbe Depanme.l nser looks a lnle bit differcnl loday
lnd il did ihis line la$ tcar. I sml lo share wilh you lhal w€ have been able to ssue lhe
€sourccs noeded to prclcct our core nission and fully engage in thc objecliles we hav€ st fonh
We h.l€ b€en slressed and \€ have been EquiEd to think in a broadet eol€ rhd ever before, bui
oui cor€ nission has nol been conpbniscd.

As $r nole fosld. lhere are six obi€.liv6 that re hale laid out for lbe coning non$si
l) EnsuetbatalloLlg cullure hs a lriend in lh€ Depair.eht dd realius lhe benelits of

strong Elalionships rvith consune^. Ihe sork thal r€ do is sid neuml dd producdon
pracrice neutral, nakins ir impemlile 1hal Ne help connect wilh all offioe {ho choose lo
be a parl oflh€ asricullure coDnunily. $ hethr you aE famins in m op€n field or in lhe
shadov ofskyscmpers, you have m advocate in lhis agency.

2) E.hance food safety in Pemsylvmia nol only bt incEasins tbe effciency ofthe
Deparhenr's nmdared dulies. but thDugh inirialives such d the Colemors Food Safety
Council md by sorkins Nilh the pnlde sector as \€ll as federd offcials md leshlato$

3) Expmd our €nvnomental slewddship eflofis by @.tinuin8 our leadeship on farmland
pewation: nlkine full ue ollhe Fam Bill authoily for @neflalioni worling lo addr€ss

rh€ needs oflhe Chesapeate Bayi dd erplorine/creating rvlts tht famen and society cd
benenl fon dre interseclion ofdese imroihnl elfon).

4) PDride tbose PenNylvmiflsvho lie alrhkfor hunser tith lhe supplene al nuiiilion
dey need by hlki.g &cess to l@d as linmcially md logislically efficient !s possible for
ou many local pal1ne6 in de s|!te s charihble food syslen.

5) Stre.glhen lhe Depanbenas conneclion lo iis sntel lgencies and relaled sllte and l@al
pafr.ers u ensure th.r agricultuet rclc in economic developnent, educatioh dd workforce
dcvclopmcnl ar€ reilertive of lhe impotuntrob lnh i.duslry plats i. conmunitles &rcss

6) ReddbL efons to anchor the exisline initialiles ol lhe Depannenl so tha! $ey m benelit
fulu€ se.eralions of produces and consMe6. This includes th€ PA Prcfeftd bnnding
prcstm. the Cenler for Dairy Excellence. Cenrcr for Beef Ercellence, Center for Fm
Irmsilions dd the exlensile infomalion tecbnology inve$rneots nade to prcvide betler
nanagenent took lo lhe Dolaitnent and incElsed lranspdency lo citires

Mantofyouaretlmiliarwiththesixpoinlsli ed above from our dne beether durins tbe

conlimdion Drocess. I sant lo say thmk you lo lhe nenbe^ of tbe Senate lor lhen tine a.d their
insighl. TheE is gEat lalue in th€ connmadon process and lhese visils, as they allosed us lo
discuss lhe ney opponunnies md conens that exist across the state l foud lhes co.v€rstio.s
helpful. d they highlight€d sherc lhe DePdthot interach {i$ our cilizens dd hoN we can help



$em ih lh€ futuF. I apprecialc tou tine dd lh€ insight lhal vou shaEd wi$ ne duriog these

toeeings, and I knor $a1 lhcy Rill help ne do a belter job of being S€cEtaD

Ov* lhe pasl lhe nonths, I h.ve lelhed lhal lhe stale is a lot biggcr dan vou lhink l le-had dme

to rened on whde s€'vc been such as rhe fomalion oflhe tm.svlvmia DepanDent ol
asnc rlrne -n -89t rd \e ler 0-". 
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uar'" Le no! fd I a \ea ' Jgo l e hod he

"p'p.n-". """t""".ti';od h-oujl nn 'l'" r.1'd'o'la\tuon'"ld' nfield' b{ell
a; iood ba;ks and food prcessos. And I think oien or Rhere we ae goins, includine rbouclts o'
lhe rcle lgiculluie will play in producing food, llber and lirel f'r our srale md our nanon

aencr',rre'P n )h,1i3.le. rdJ. Ard"CJCLILF .Perrr)'ria slLrd e Yer vherhe'.
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l;rrn< or.rd rh('e i'one.u'"iqrctr lelig r\ar rd'iL
vith n;. I am thmkful. I m lhankful to be inlolvcd in !n induslrv 1hal is botb bv t@alion and nv
avocadon. I m lna tul for a slaflnat runs bard €ach md everv dav to nake tbeir slale a better

Dlace. I an $ankfol for dre iant menbers ofde agricullue fmilv who hate voiced lheir slpporl

ilui.e thh coifimation Droce$ And I an lhanklirl lo hale rhis opporiunitv to help lead a

Dep;nenl lhal has been a key pafi of mt life and Pm.svlvdia s fulure


